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 1 Visit the fascinating 
Chinatown Heritage Cen-
tre (p 57 ) and discover the 
unspeakable hardships that 
had to be endured by the 
immigrants who gave this 
part of town its name.
 2 Meet the stars of the 
show in the unusually 
informal Chinese Theatre 
Circle (p 63 ).

 3 Skip the free brekkie at 
your hotel and head to Ya 
Kun Kaya Toast (p 58 ) for 
a traditional Singaporean 
breakfast.
 4 Share a lunchtime 
table with a stranger at the 
ever-popular Maxwell Rd 
Hawker Centre (p 60 ).

 5 Swank it up with Cham-
pagne cocktails at pretty 
much any bar on uberchic 
Ann Siang Hill. Beaujolais 
(p 61 ) is one of our favourites.

   Neighbourhood Top Five

 For more detail of this area, see Map p 201 A
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 1 SIGHTS

    CHINATOWN HERITAGE CENTRE MUSEUM

 Map p 201  (www.chinatownheritage.com.sg; 48 
Pagoda St; adult/child $10/6; h9am-6.30pm; 
mChinatown) An engaging museum housed 
across three fl oors of a converted shop-
house, the Chinatown Heritage Centre fo-
cuses on the squalid living conditions that 
many Chinese immigrants once endured. 
Re-created kitchens, bedrooms and work-
shops are crammed with interesting arte-
facts from back in the day, and some of the 
old videos and recorded interviews that ac-
company displays can be quite moving.

  BUDDHA TOOTH RELIC 
TEMPLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE

 Map p 201  (www.btrts.org.sg; 288 South Bridge 
Rd; h7am-7pm; mChinatown) This huge, eye-
catching, fi ve-storey, southern Chinese-
style Buddhist temple was opened to great 
fanfare in 2008. Its main drawcard is what 
is reputed to be the left canine tooth of the 
Buddha, recovered from his funeral pyre in 
Kushinagar, in northern India. Its authen-
ticity is put into question by similar claims 
from Buddha tooth relic temples in Sri 
Lanka, China, Japan and Taiwan. Never-
theless, the temple remains popular with 
tourists and devotees alike. The tooth is 
encased in a gold stupa, placed fi ve metres 
behind a protective glass wall so you can’t 
actually recognise it’s a tooth without view-
ing it through binoculars. What? You didn’t 
bring your binoculars?

  SRI MARIAMMAN TEMPLE HINDU TEMPLE

 Map p 201  (244 South Bridge Rd; mChinatown) 
Paradoxically in the middle of Chinatown, 

this is the oldest Hindu temple in Singa-
pore, originally built in 1823, then rebuilt 
in 1843. You can’t miss the incredible, 
brightly coloured 1930s gopuram (tower) 
above the entrance, the key to the temple’s 
South Indian Dravidian style. Sacred cow 
sculptures graze the boundary walls, while 
the gopuram is covered in kitsch plaster-
work images of Brahma the creator, Vish-
nu the preserver and Shiva the destroyer.

 Every October, the temple hosts the Thi-
mithi festival; devotees queue along South 
Bridge Rd to hotfoot it over burning coals!

  THIAN HOCK KENG TEMPLE TAOIST TEMPLE

 Map p 201  (www.thianhockkeng.com.sg; 158 Telok 
Ayer St; mRa  L es Place, Chinatown) Its name 
translates as Temple of Heavenly Happi-
ness and it’s the oldest and most important 
Hokkien temple in Singapore. It was built 
between 1839 and 1842 on the site of the 
shrine to the goddess of the sea (Ma Cho 
Po), which was once the favourite landing 
point of Chinese sailors, back when Telok 
Ayer St ran along the shore line. All the ma-
terials came from China except the gates 
(from Scotland) and the tiles (from Hol-
land). The temple was restored in 2000.

  FSINGAPORE CITY GALLERY MUSEUM

 Map p 201  (www.ura.gov.sg/gallery; URA Bldg, 
45 Maxwell Rd; h9am-5pm Mon-Sat; mTanjong 
Pagar) This city-planning exhibition gal-
lery provides a compelling insight into the 
government’s resolute policies of high-rise 
housing and land reclamation. The high-
light is an 11m-by-11m scale model of the 
city, which shows how Singapore should 
look once all the projects currently under 
development are fi nished.

   BABA HOUSE

 A short walk west of Chinatown, along Neil Rd, is   Baba House  (o  J Map p 201 ; %6227 
5731; http://nus.edu.sg/museum/baba; 157 Neil Rd; admission free; h2-3.30pm Mon, 10-
11.30am Thu; mOutram Park), one of the best-preserved Peranakan heritage homes 
found anywhere in Singapore. This beautiful blue three-storey building was donated to 
the National University of Singapore (NUS) by a member of the family that used to live 
here. The NUS then set about renovating it so that it best matched how it would have 
looked in 1928, when, according to the family, Baba House was at its most resplen-
dent. Period furniture has been added to original family photos and artefacts to create 
a wonderful window into the life of a wealthy Peranakan family living in Singapore a 
century ago. Baba House can only be visited on a 90-minute guided tour, held every 
Monday and Thursday, but the tour is excellent and costs absolutely nothing. Book-
ings, either online or by telephone, are essential as numbers for each tour are limited.
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  WAK HAI CHENG BIO TEMPLE TAOIST TEMPLE

 Map p 201  (cnr Phillip & Church Sts; mRa  L es 
Place) On the CBD edge of Chinatown, this 
small temple, whose name translates as 
Calm Sea Temple, dates from 1826. It’s an 
atmospheric place, with giant incense coils 
smoking over its empty courtyard, and a 
whole village of tiny plaster fi gures popu-
lating its roof.

  SENG WONG BEO TEMPLE TAOIST TEMPLE

 Map p 201  (113 Peck Seah St; mTanjong Pagar) 
Tucked behind red gates next to the Tan-
jong Pagar MRT station, this temple, sel-
dom visited by tourists, is dedicated to the 
Chinese City God, who is not only responsi-
ble for the well-being of the city but also for 
guiding the souls of the dead to the under-
world. It’s also notable as the only temple 
in Singapore that still performs ghost mar-
riages, helping parents of children who died 
young to arrange a marriage for their child 
in the afterlife.

 5 EATING

    oBLUE GINGER  PERANAKAN $$
 Map p 201  (%6222 3928; www.theblueginger.
com; 97 Tanjong Pagar Rd; mains $10-30; hnoon-
2.15pm & 6.30-9.45pm; mTanjong Pagar) 
Housed in an attractive shophouse, Blue 
Ginger is one of the few restaurants in 
Singa pore that specialises in Peranakan 
food, a unique cuisine that developed in 
the 1800s thanks to interracial marriages 
between Chinese immigrants and local 
Malay women. You’ll also fi nd Indonesian 
infl uences in some of the dishes, such as 
the coconut milk used for the restaurant’s 
mouth-watering grilled-chicken speciality 
ayum panggang. Bookings recommended.

  oCUMI BALI INDONESIAN $$
 Map p 201  (66 Tanjong Pagar Rd; mains $6-18; 
h11.30am-3pm & 6-9.30pm Mon-Sat; mTanjong 
Pagar) Authentic Indonesian cuisine served 
up in unpretentious surroundings. Cumi 
Bali is named after its speciality squid dish, 
and it’s as ‘lickin’ good’ as the menu says 
it is. Also well worth trying is the mouth-
watering ikan bakar (fi sh grilled in 18 dif-
ferent spices), the sayur lodeh (a coconut-
fl avoured vegetable curry), the tahu telur (a 
slightly spicy tofu and egg dish) and the sate 
madura (a Javanese-style chicken satay).

  YA KUN KAYA TOAST COFFEESHOP $
 Map p 201  (01-01 Far East Sq, 18 China St; 
h7.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5.30pm Sat 
& Sun; toast sets from $3.70; kopi from $1.30; 
mChinatown, Ra  L es Place) A chain of Ya Kun 
outlets has mushroomed across Singapore, 
but this one, with terrace seating alongside 
it, is by far the most atmospheric and is the 
closest geographically to the 1944 original. 
Perfect for breakfast, the speciality is kaya 
(coconut jam) toast served with runny eggs 
(sprinkle them with black pepper like the 
locals do) and strong kopi (co  Jee).

  DIM JOY DIM SUM $$
 Map p 201  (80 Neil Rd; dim sum $3-7, mains $6-9; 
h11am-2.30pm & 6-9.30pm Wed-Mon, closed 
Tue; mChinatown) Delicious dim sum in a 
refi ned environment. Sit in the front court-
yard or lap up the air-con inside. As well as 
dim sum, there’s a small choice of noodle 
and rice dishes, a selection of Chinese teas 
and even some European wines. OK, so it’s 
posh dim sum. But it’s damn good.

  CI YAN ORGANIC VEGETARIAN 
HEALTH FOOD VEGETARIAN $
 Map p 201  (2 Smith St; mains $5-8; hnoon-10pm; 
mChinatown) Excellent food, a very friendly 
manager and an informal atmosphere 
make this a fi ne choice for a no-fuss vege-
tarian meal in the heart of Chinatown. 
They tend to only have fi ve or six dishes 
(when we ate here choices ranged from the 
delicious brown-rice set meal to wholemeal 
hamburgers, vegetarian Penang laksa and 
almond tofu), written up on a blackboard 
each day. They also have an interesting 
range of fruit drinks.

  L’ANGELUS FRENCH $$$
 Map p 201  (%6225 6897; 85 Club St; mains from 
$40; hmidday-3pm & 7-11pm Mon-Fri, 7-11pm 
Sat; mChinatown) Cosy, friendly, traditional 
French restaurant run by a couple of atten-
tive French expats, who also run the excel-
lent bar Le Carillon de L’Angelus, further 
up on Ann Siang Rd. The escargot are a 
speciality, but we like the cassoulet, an in-
credibly fi lling, hearty bean and meat stew. 
Bookings recommended.

  LAN ZHOU LA MIAN CHINESE $
 Map p 201  (19 Smith St; mains $5; hnoon-11pm; 
mChinatown) They do rice dishes and dump-
lings here too, but this place is all about the 
noodles, pulled to perfection (sometimes at 
your table as you watch) and cooked with 
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a variety of soups and sauces. Good honest 
a  Jordable nosh.

  ANNALAKSHMI JANATHA INDIAN VEGETARIAN $
 Map p 201  (www.annalakshmi.com.sg; 104 Amoy 
St; h11am-3pm Mon-Sat; mTanjong Pagar) This 
Indian eatery is an institution in more ways 
than one: fi rst, because of the outstanding 
quality of the vegetarian food, served up 
bu  Jet style; second, because it’s a charity 
organisation sta  Jed by volunteers. Eat your 
fi ll, then pay what you think it deserves at 
the cashier – $5 to $10 tends to be an ap-
propriate amount.

  NANYANG OLD COFFEE COFFEESHOP $
 Map p 201  (www.nanyangoldco  Jee.com; 268 
South Bridge Rd; toast sets $3.50, kopi from $1.10; 
h7.30am-6pm; mChinatown) Along with near-
by Ya Kun Kaya Toast, this is a smart choice 
for a traditional Singaporean breakfast of 
kaya toast, runny eggs and strong kopi. 
Sit outside in the breezy fi ve-foot way or in-
doors where you’ll also fi nd a collection of 
co  Jee paraphernalia, rather optimistically 
marketed as the Singapore Co  Jee Museum.

  L’ENTRECOTE FRENCH $$$
 Map p 201  (www.lentrecote.sg; 36 Duxton Hill; 
steak & chips $29; hnoon-10.30pm Mon-Fri, 
6-10.30pm Sat; mTanjong Pagar) This place 
only does one dish – steak and chips – but 
it does it very well indeed, so if you’re pin-
ing for a slice of French bistro action you 
could do a lot worse than trek up to this 
lovely cobblestoned section of Duxton Hill. 
There’s a choice of starters and desserts 
and, as you would expect, an excellent se-

lection of French wines to wash it all down 
with. Bookings recommended.

  SPRING JU CHUN YUAN CHINESE $$$
 Map p 201  (%6536 2655; www.juchunyuan.com.
sg; 130 Amoy St, 01-01 Far East Sq; mains $20-60; 
h11.30am-2.30pm & 6-10pm; mRa  L es Place) In 
terms of atmosphere, this must be the most 
irresistibly romantic Chinese restaurant 
in Singapore. Done up like a 19th-century 
house, it specialises in Fuzhou classics like 
Buddha Jumps Over The Wall. It’s pricy, for 
sure (the shark’s fi n stew will set you back 
more than $1000!), but worth a visit for a 
special occasion (we recommend you book).

  YANTI NASI PADANG INDONESIAN $
 Map p 201  (45 Keong Saik Rd; mains from $5; 
h8am-10pm; mOutram Park) Sit on wicker 
chairs in the fi ve-foot way, overlooking the 
street, or inside under the fans as you tuck 
in to fabulously a  Jordable curries from 
Indonesia, Sumatra specifi cally. It’s bu  Jet-
style point-and-choose ordering, and ex-
tremely popular at lunchtimes.

  SPIZZA PIZZA $$
 Map p 201  (%6224 2525; 29 Club St; pizzas $17-21; 
mChinatown) Easygoing, friendly pizzeria – 
one of the most relaxed options on Club St. 
The wood-fi red thin-crust pizzas are per-
fect, not too heavy on the toppings – and 
unlike many pizzerias in Singapore they’re 
happy to load on the anchovies if you ask 
nicely. Deservedly popular, and they do 
take-out.

 TOP  HAWKER CENTRES IN & AROUND CHINATOWN

 If you’re new to Singapore, brush up on your Hawker Centre etiquette (p 169 ) then 
head to one of the following venues for a cheap and cheerful dining experience you 
won’t forget in a hurry. Expect to pay around $3 to $5 for a main dish.
      Maxwell Rd Hawker Centre  (Map p 201 ; cnr South Bridge & Maxwell Rds; h24hr; 
mChinatown) One of Singapore’s iconic hawker centres, Maxwell Rd is best viewed at 
lunchtime, when it’s heaving with people. Its most famous resident is the  Tian Tian 
chicken rice stall (No 10), but there are loads of great stalls here.

      Lau Pa Sat  (Map p 201 ; 18 Ra  L es Quay; h24hr; mRa  L es Place) Lau pa sat means ‘old 
market’ in Hokkien, which is appropriate since the handsome iron structure shipped 
out from Glasgow in 1894 remains intact. Cynics complain that a recent renovation 
sapped some of the ‘old Asia’ atmosphere, but we still love this place. Don’t miss the 
very handy sign outside with its list of 10 must-try dishes.

   Chinatown Complex (Map p 201 ; 11 New Bridge Rd; h8am-9.30pm; mChinatown) Leave 
the Smith St evening food market to the tourists and join the locals for some Hainan-
ese chicken rice at this no-nonsense hawker centre in the middle of Chinatown.
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  WONDERFUL FOOD 
& BEVERAGE DRINKS STALL

 Map p 201  (6 Sago St; h10am-10pm; mChinatown) 
If you’re fed up with the ridiculous prices 
for drinks in bars round here, head instead 
to this small, friendly street-side stall, grab 
a $5 beer and watch the Chinatown sou-
venir hunters whizz by. Also has an inter-
esting selection of exotic fruit drinks, as 
well as satay snacks.

  TOUCAN IRISH PUB PUB

 Map p 201  (15 Duxton Hill; h11am-1am Mon-Thu, 
11am-2am Fri, 4pm-2am Sat; mOutram Park, 
Chinatown) With a pleasant garden area and 
a lovely location on the corner of the ap-
proach to cobblestoned Duxton Hill, this 
otherwise run-of-the-mill Irish pub is a 
decent choice for those who like their Guin-
ness alfresco. Expect to pay at least $14 for 
a beer.

  LE CARILLON DE L’ANGELUS BAR

 Map p 201  (24 Ann Siang Rd; h5pm-2am Mon-Sat, 
5pm-1am Sun) Run by the same people behind 
the quality French restaurant, L’Angelus. 
Expect fi ne wine and high prices.

  PLAIN CAFE

 Map p 201  (%6225 4385; 50 Craig Rd; h7.30am-
7.30pm daily; mTanjong Pagar) Neither plain 
nor set on a plain of any sort, this cafe is 
cool, stark minimalism. Its co  Jee, thick and 
rich. The service is of the ‘if you don’t have 
enough cash, pay next time’ variety. Also 
serves decent brekkie.

 3 ENTERTAINMENT
    CHINESE THEATRE CIRCLE  CHINESE OPERA

 Map p 201  (%6323 4862; www.ctcopera.com.sg; 
5 Smith St; mChinatown) Teahouse evenings 
organised by this nonprofi t opera company 
are a wonderful, informal introduction to 
Chinese opera. Every Friday and Saturday 
at 8pm there is a brief talk ($20, in English) 
on Chinese opera, followed by an excerpt 
from an opera classic, performed by actors 
in full costume. Delicious lychee tea and 
little teacakes are included in the price. It 
lasts about 45 minutes and, although you 
aren’t allowed to video the performance, 
you can take photos. Bookings recom-
mended. For $35, turn up at 7pm and you 
can enjoy a Chinese meal beforehand.

SCREENING ROOM FILM

 Map p 201  (%6221 1694; www.screeningroom.com.
sg; 12 Ann Siang Rd; tickets $20, food & fi lm $55; 
hnoon-2.30pm & 6.30pm-late; mChinatown) Get 
your ticket, order some food and drinks and 
sink into a comfy sofa to watch a fi lm pro-
jected onto the pull-down screen. After the 
performance, head upstairs to the rooftop 
bar for some post-show drinks with a view.

  SINGAPORE CHINESE 
ORCHESTRA CLASSICAL MUSIC

 Map p 201  (%6440 3839; www.sco.com.sg; Singa-
pore Conference Hall, 7 Shenton Way; mTanjong 
Pagar) Performs classical Chinese concerts 
throughout the year, featuring traditional 
instruments, including the liuqin, ruan 
and sanxian. Occasionally collaborates 
with Japanese, jazz and Malay musicians.

  TOY FACTORY THEATRE 
ENSEMBLE THEATRE

 Map p 201  (%6222 1526; www.toyfactory.com.sg; 
15A Smith St; mChinatown) A cutting-edge bi-
lingual (English and Mandarin) theatre com-
pany, which began its life in puppetry. Stages 
productions of well-known overseas plays as 
well as producing Singaporean works.

 7 SHOPPING
   Pagoda St and its immediate 
surroundings have become a byword for 
tourist tat, but behind and beyond the 
stalls crammed with souvenir T-shirts 
and two-minute calligraphers there are 
small shops selling everything from 
contemporary Singaporean artwork 
to antique furniture. This area is also 
famous for its Chinese medicine centres.

  EU YAN SANG 
MEDICAL HALL CHINESE MEDICINE

 Map p 201  (269A South Bridge Rd; h8.30am-
6pm Mon-Sat; mChinatown) Opened in the 
early 20th century and now tastefully re-
furbished, this is Singapore’s most famous 
Chinese medicine centre and has spawned 
branches across the country. Looking like 
a modern Western chemist, the goods on 
the shelves are anything but familiar to 
Western eyes. Pick up some Monkey Bezoar 
powder to relieve excess phlegm, or Liu Jun 
Zi pills to dispel dampness. There are also 
herbal teas, soups and oils; most remedies 
come with easy-to-follow labels.
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  TONG MERN SERN ANTIQUES  ANTIQUES

 Map p 201  (51 Craig Rd; h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 
1-6pm Sun; mOutram Park) Outside it’s a beau-
tifully renovated, three-storey shophouse; 
inside, an Aladdin’s cave of dusty furniture, 
books, records, wood carvings, porcelain, 
and a multitude of other bits and bobs that 
we found hard to identify. A banner hung 
above the front door proclaims: ‘We buy 
junk and sell antiques. Some fools buy. Some 
fools sell.’ Better have your wits about you.

  YONG GALLERY ANTIQUES

 Map p 201  (260 South Bridge Rd; h10am-7pm; 
mChinatown) The owner here is a calligra-
pher, and much of his artwork is on sale. 
You’ll also fi nd jewellery, genuine jade prod-
ucts and antiques as well as more a  Jord-
able gifts such as decorative bookmarks, 
Chinese fans and clocks. The shop is stu  Jed 
with goodies so it’s fun browsing even if 
you’re not in a buying mood.

  UTTERLY ART  ART

 Map p 201  (%6226 2605; www.utterlyart.com.
sg; 229A South Bridge Rd; hnoon-8pm Mon-Sat, 
noon-5.30pm Sun; mChinatown) This small, 
welcoming art gallery is an excellent intro-
duction to Singapore’s contemporary art 
scene. It’s mostly paintings, although they 
exhibit sculpture and ceramics on occasion, 
and roughly half of the stu  J they display is 
work from Singaporean artists. They also 

exhibit a lot of Filipino work too. Exhibi-
tions are held every other week and usually 
last for one week. Call or check the website 
for what’s on when you’re in town.

  PEOPLE’S PARK COMPLEX MALL

 Map p 201  (1 Park Rd; h10am-9.30pm; mChina-
town) Old-fashioned shopping mall housed 
at the foot of the garish green and yellow 
housing block that looms large over one 
end of Temple St. It’s an interesting place to 
wander around if you’re after some decent-
quality Chinese souvenirs but don’t feel like 
bargaining too hard for them, or if you’re 
looking for traditional herbal remedies. 
There’s all manner of Asian health gadgets 
and treatments here, from herbal tinctures 
and arthritis-curing marble hand balls to 
nondodgy massage parlours and even foot-
baths with tiny fi sh that suck the dead skin 
o  J your feet! They tickle.

  YUE HWA 
CHINESE PRODUCTS DEPARTMENT STORE

 Map p 201  (70 Eu Tong Sen St; h11am-9pm; mChi-
natown) This store in an old six-storey build-
ing with echoes of Shanghai specialises in 
products from China. Downstairs you’ll 
fi nd medicine and herbs, clothes and cush-
ions. Moving to level 5, you’ll pass through 
silks, food and tea, arts and crafts and 
household goods, before ending up at the 
large (unattractively lit) furniture section.

 ARTS DISTRICT BY THE DOCKS

 A clutch of excellent  art galleries can be found in the most unglamorous of places, 
a short walk southwest of Chinatown.  Tanjong Pagar Distripark is an arts centre 
housed in the warehouses of the loading bays at the sprawling docks near the now 
disused Tanjong Pagar Railway Station. The warehouses are more used to hosting 
pallets of goods, but the high ceilings and reasonable rent have seen some notable 
galleries move in.

 The biggest hitter is  Ikkan Art International (www.ikkan-art.com; Ground fl , 01-05 
Tanjong Pagar Distripark, 39 Keppel Rd; h11am-6pm Mon-Sat; mTanjong Pagar), which was 
showcasing work from various high-profi le international artists when we last visited, 
including a collection by Chinese dissident Ai Weiwei.

  Valentine Willie Fine Art (%8www.vwfa.net; 2nd fl , 02-04 Tanjong Pagar Distripark, 
39 Keppel Rd; h11am-7pm Tue-Sat, 11am-3pm Sun; mTanjong Pagar) seeks out and dis-
plays the hottest Southeast Asian artists, while the unusual  Redot Fine Art Gallery 
(www.redotgallery.com; 2nd fl , 02-06 Tanjong Pagar Distripark, 39 Keppel Rd; hnoon-7pm 
Tue-Sat; mTanjong Pagar) is the only art gallery in Singapore specialising in  indigenous 
Australian art.

 To get here from Chinatown, walk south along Cantonment Rd until you reach the 
Ayer Raja Expressway, which is raised above Keppel Rd. Cross under this fl yover and 
turn right. Walk along Keppel Rd for about 100m and the Distripark will be on your 
left. Bus 145 from St Andrew’s Cathedral, by City Hall MRT station, also runs here.
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  Sleeping

 Hostels
 While there may be a slew of hostels in Sin-
gapore, most of them aren’t anything more 
than small rooms jam-packed with double-
decker beds. Private rooms all have shared 
bathrooms. Note that hostels tend to get 
booked up on weekends, especially the (limit-
ed) private rooms, so book in advance. Little 
India is the place with the most budget beds. 
Service quality also varies dramatically, from 
‘can’t be bothered’ to ‘friendly and helpful’. 
Free wi-fi  at most hostels.

 Hotels
 From top-notch places like the Raffl  es Hotel 
and the Capella in Sentosa to cool boutique 
options like Naumi, Wanderlust and the New 
Majestic, good hotels are plentiful in Singa-
pore. Standards are high, but then so are the 
prices – check web off ers for the occasional 
bargain. Most of the midrange and high-end 
options are expensive identikit international 
chain hotels. Midrange cheapie chains (Ho-
tel 81, Fragrance) that sometimes rent by the 
hour off er alternative no-frills accommoda-
tion in decent locations.

 Serviced Apartments
 For medium- to long-term stays, Singapore 
has a number of serviced apartments. It is 
also possible to rent rooms in private fl ats 
(check the classifi ed pages of the Straits 
Times for listings). Rents are high, regardless 
of how near or far from the city centre you are.

 Probably the best place to start looking for 
long-term rental in Singapore is Singapore 

Expats (www.singaporeexpats.com), which has 
detailed information on the diff erent dis-
tricts, outlines the whole rental procedure 
and carries an apartment search engine. The 
Singapore section of www.craigslist.org is 
also a good place to look for long-term stays.

   Note: Actual Prices May Vary
 In Singapore’s midrange and top-end hotels, 
room rates are about supply and demand, 
fl uctuating daily. Travellers planning a trip 
to Singapore need to keep this in mind, es-
pecially if you’re planning to come here dur-
ing a major event. For example, room prices 
TRIPLE during the Formula One night race.

 Be aware that top hotels usually add a ‘plus 
plus’ (++) after the rate they quote you. Ignore 
this at your peril. The two plusses are service 
charge and GST, which together amounts to 
a breezy 17% on top of your bill. All prices 
quoted in our listings are from the day of our 
visit inclusive of the ++ tax; your own price 
may vary.

 Accommodation Websites
 Apart from booking directly on the hotel’s 
 website listed in our reviews, you can also 
book rooms on these websites.
 Lonely Planet (hotels.lonelyplanet.com)
 Stay in Singapore (www.stayinsingapore.
com)
 Wotif (www.wotif.com)
 Tripadvisor (www.tripadvisor.com)
Agoda (www.agoda.com)
Asiarooms (www.asiarooms.com)

 Staying in Singapore is expensive. Period. Budget travellers have it best, 
as hostel rooms can be had for $20 a night. Most midrange hotels are more 
about location than quality. However, if you’re willing to spend, luxury digs 
will make you never want to leave.
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 Where to Stay

 Neighbourhood  For  Against

 Colonial 
District, Marina 
Bay & the 
Quays

 Located in the heart of 
Singapore, with good 
transport options. Variety of 
accommodation, from the 
cheapest of the cheap no-frills 
hostels to the priciest luxury 
hotels.

 Cheap 
accommodation in 
the area is generally 
of poor to average 
quality, usually 
located where it’s 
noisy.

 Chinatown & 
the CBD

 A stone’s throw from some of 
the best places to eat. Great 
nightlife, bags of culture, good 
transport links and an excellent 
range of accommodation, many 
in restored shophouses.

 Too touristy for 
some. Budget 
accommodation 
prices are higher here 
than in Singapore’s 
main backpacker 
haunt, Little India.

 Little India & 
Kampong Glam

 Backpacker Central, with 
the largest choice of cheap 
accommodation in Singapore. 
Has some lovely higher-end 
boutique hotels. Also has a 
unique atmosphere that is unlike 
any other district of Singapore. 
Fabulous food and good 
transport links.

 Too grotty for some. 
Streets can get 
very noisy in the 
evenings, especially 
at weekends. Not 
much in the way of 
quality, international-
standard hotels.

 Orchard Road  On the doorstep of shopping 
heaven! Fine choice of quality 
hotels, including a number of 
top-name international chains.

 Slim pickings for 
budget travellers.

 Eastern 
Singapore

 Quiet (a relative concept in 
Singapore), close to the cooling 
breeze of East Coast Park, close 
to the airport.

 The MRT service 
doesn’t run to this 
area; sights in the 
east are quite spread 
out so there’s no real 
central location to 
stay in.

 Sentosa & 
Other Islands

 Hotels on Sentosa are all either 
on or close to the beach, and 
located in an area with sporting 
activities galore. Ideal for 
families. Quieter options can be 
found on St John’s Island and 
Pulau Ubin.

 Sentosa is largely 
synthetic so lacks 
character. From 
Sentosa, it’s a slight 
hassle to get into the 
centre of Singapore; 
this becomes more 
of an issue from the 
other islands.
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 4 Colonial District, Marina 
Bay & the Quays

     oRAFFLES HOTEL  HOTEL $$$
 Map p 208  (%6337 1886; www.raffl  eshotel.com; 1 
Beach Rd; ste from $750; is; mCity Hall) The 
grand old dame of Singapore’s Colonial Dis-
trict has had many facelifts in her 121 years 
and is looking as spritely as ever. She’s seen 
many a famous visitor in her time, from 
Somerset Maugham to Michael Jackson, 
and it’s easy to see what the fuss is about 
(cost be damned). Rooms are all class – 
expect a spacious parlour, rattan furniture, 
verandahs, lazily swirling ceiling fans and 
a Singapore sling from the Long Bar. Be 
advised: dress code is in eff ect, and Raffl  es’ 
turbaned doorman will not allow those in 
sleeveless shirts, sandals or grubby back-
packer attire to enter.

  oNAUMI BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 208  (%6403 6000; www.naumihotel.
com; 41 Seah St; r from $400; iWs) Lying in 
the shadow of the Raffl  es Hotel, Naumi is 
dressed so sharply in glass and steel you 
could get cut just by looking. It balances 
cool looks with lots of silk and leather and 
fl uff y pillows. The small rooftop infi nity 
pool off ers jaw-dropping views across to 
Raffl  es Hotel and the Swissôtel.

  FORT CANNING HOTEL BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 208  (%6559 6770; www.hfcsingapore.com; 
11 Canning Walk; r $400-500; mDhoby Ghaut; 
is) Absolutely drop-dead gorgeous refi t 
of a colonial complex at the top of Fort Can-
ning Park. Rooms here are the epitome of 
modern chic, though the open bathroom 
in some means you’ll need to be more than 
‘just friends’ when sharing a room. Deluxe 
garden rooms have a small but cosy outdoor 
deck for lounging, cigar in hand.

  FULLERTON HOTEL HOTEL $$$
 Map p 210  (%6733 8388; www.fullertonhotel.com; 
1 Fullerton Sq; r from $400; mRaffl  es Place; is) 
The Fullerton has the distinction of being 
both one of Singapore’s most magnifi cent 
pieces of colonial architecture and the only 
hotel we’ve ever heard of that’s also a re-
stored post offi  ce. The heritage principles 
involved in the restoration mean some of 
the Armani-beige rooms overlook the inner 
atrium. Spend a bit extra to gain access to 
the hotel’s private Straits Club and upgrade 

to river- or marina-view rooms, all of which 
are stunning. The Fullerton Bay Hotel 
(%6333 8388; www.fullertonbayhotel.com; 80 
Collyer Quay) is the modern sister property 
up the road with fl ashy, bay-facing rooms 
at similar rates.

  SWISSÔTEL THE STAMFORD HOTEL $$$
 Map p 208  (%6338 8585; www.swissotelthe
stamford.com; 2 Stamford Rd; d from $450; 
is) Everyone raves about IM Pei’s iconic 
Swissôtel, the tallest hotel in Southeast 
Asia. It boasts one of Singapore’s hippest 
dining complexes (Equinox), the views are 
sublime, and service standards are as el-
evated as the building. Rooms are predict-
ably decked out in corporate-friendly hues 
and patterns. Yep, lots of cream and brown.

  RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL $$$
 Map p 208  (%6337 8888; www.ritzcarlton.com; 7 
Raffl  es Ave; r from $550; is) No expense was 
spared, no feng shui geomancer went un-
consulted and no animals were harmed in 
the building of this ‘six star’ establishment. 
Guests will be torn between taking a ro-
mantic soak in the bath (oh, the unimpaired 
views!) or taking a self-guided audio tour 
to view the in-house art collection (oh, the 
Hockney, Warhol, Stella and Chihuly pieces!).

  GALLERY HOTEL HOTEL $$
 (%6849 8686; www.galleryhotel.com.sg; 1 Nan-
son Rd; d incl breakfast from $320; is; mClarke 
Quay) With its grey fascia studded with pri-
mary-coloured window boxes, the Gallery 
remains one of Singapore’s truly boutique 
hotels. Sure, guests have to switch eleva-
tors on the 4th fl oor to get to the rooms but 
knock-down online deals bring you top-end 
rooms at midrange prices. Rooms feature 
retro furnishings, steel beams and frosted-
glass bathroom walls. The glass rooftop 
pool and free internet access are bonuses.

  MARINA BAY SANDS HOTEL $$$
 Map p 210  (%6688 8897; www.marinabaysands.
com; 10 Bayfront Ave; r from $400; is; mProm-
enade) Located in the slightly inaccessible 
Marina Bay area (the closest train station 
is a 10-minute walk away), the Sands hotel 
is famed for its amazing rooftop pool. The 
infi nity pool straddles across the roofs of 
the three hotel buildings – which is prob-
ably where you’ll spend the most time seeing 
as the rest of the hotel is a cavernous, busy, 
cold and decidedly average ‘painted in hues 
of cream’ type place. Deals available online.
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  PILLOWS & TOAST HOSTEL $
 Map p 201  (%6220 4653; www.pillowsntoast.com; 
40 Mosque St; dm $26-33; iW; mChinatown) 
It’s dorm beds only in this super friendly, 
centrally located hostel, but the rooms are 
bright and clean and come with comfort-
able wood-framed bunk beds. Common ar-
eas are small but well looked after.

  CLUB BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 201  (%6808 2188; www.theclub.com.sg; 28 
Ann Siang Rd; r $400-450; mOutram Park; iW) 
Black and white everything – as seems to be 
the trend in many of Singapore’s boutique 
hotels – but much more spacious than most, 
and right in the heart of Chinatown’s most 
chic drinking area. Rooms are bright and 
airy with lots of glass, mirrors and natural 
light. Rack rates are obscene, so it’s a good 
job the discounts are so good (often 40%). 
The rooftop bar, Ying Yang, is cool as cats, 
but most punters seem to prefer nearby 
Screening Room (p 63 ).

  BEARY GOOD HOSTEL HOSTEL $
 Map p 201  (%6222 4955; www.abearygoodhostel.
com; 66 Pagoda St; dm $26; iW; mChinatown) 
Like Pillows & Toast, Beary Good Hostel 
only has dorms, but that doesn’t put the 
punters off . In fact, this place is so popu-
lar it’s opened another branch, called Beary 
Nice Hostel, a stone’s throw away in Smith 
St. Both are fun, brightly painted aff airs 
and have separate bathrooms for boys and 
girls – a beary nice touch.

  BERJAYA HOTEL SINGAPORE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 201  (%6227 7678; www.berjayahotel.
com; 83 Duxton Rd; r from $250, ste $450; iW; 
mTanjong Pagar) More class than its trendier 
boutique-hotel neighbours, Berjaya has ele-
gantly furnished, spacious rooms and tip-
top service. Plenty of old-world charm, but 
loses points for charging $25 per day for in-
ternet use! Discounts bring standard rooms 
down to less than $200.

  SAFF BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$
 Map p 201  (%6221 8388; www.thesaff hotel.com; 
55 Keong Saik Rd; s/d from $230/250; iW; 
mOutram Park) Three old shophouses, beauti-
fully renovated, combine to create one of the 
more aff ordable boutique hotels in this area. 
Rooms share the brightly coloured paint-
work of the hotel’s facade and come in vari-
ous themes – southeast Asian, Moroccan, 
Indian – although some lack natural light. 
Discounts see rooms drop to less than $150.

  SERVICE WORLD 
BACKPACKERS HOSTEL HOSTEL $
 Map p 201  (%6226 3886; www.serviceworld.com.
sg; 2nd fl , 5 Banda St 02-82; dm from $20, r from 
$60; iW; mChinatown) If Fernloft is full, 
walk along the 2nd-fl oor of this housing 
block to No 82 where you’ll fi nd this small 
family-owned hostel off ering little in the 
way of frills but much in the way of friendli-
ness. Andrew Yip, who runs the place with 
his wife, is an author and photographer who 
is passionate about Singapore’s traditional 
culture and art. Like Fernloft, rooms here 
are windowless, but they are much smaller 
than Fernloft’s and come with cheaper fur-
niture. No matter; there’s plenty of space on 
the shared terrace to sit and chat with Mr 
Yip so you probably won’t spend much time 
in your room.

  HOTEL 1929 BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$
 Map p 201  (%6347 1929; www.hotel1929.com; 50 
Keong Saik Rd; s/d from $210/250; i; mOutram 
Park) Owned by the same people behind 
nearby New Majestic, 1929 is also pretty 
slick, although not in the same class as its 
big brother. Rooms are tight, but good use 
is made of limited space, and interiors are 
cheerily festooned with vintage designer 
furniture (look out for reproduction Eames 
and Jacobson) and technicolour mosaics. 
Rooftop suites have private terraces, and 
discounts mean you can snag some rooms 
for less than $200.

  SCARLET BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 201  (%6511 333; www.thescarlethotel.com; 
33 Erskine Rd; r from $320; iW; mOutram Park) 
Markets itself as Singapore’s sexy boutique 
hotel, but the rooms are actually pretty 
homely – think cottage chic – decorated 
with lovely wooden furniture, thick drapes 
and tasteful artwork. Many of them are 
windowless, but the interiors are far from 
gloomy thanks to the cheerful decor. The 
wi-fi  in the lobby only reaches some rooms. 
Discounts of 30% are common.

  G HOTEL HOTEL $$
 Map p 201  (%6225 6696; www.ghotel.com.sg; 22 
Teck Lim Rd; s/d from $100/160; iW; mOutram 
Park) Small but tidy no-nonsense rooms, 
some with cute wooden shutters on the 
windows, come with friendly service but no 
internet (there’s internet access and wi-fi  in 
the lobby, though). You can normally shave 
$20 or $30 off  the rack rates if you smile 
sweetly.
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  CHINATOWN HOTEL HOTEL $$
 Map p 201  (%6225 5166; www.chinatownhotel.
com; 12-16 Teck Lim Rd; s/d from $155/175; iW; 
mOutram Park) Very friendly old-school 
Asian hotel with lots of beige upholstery 
and light-brown furniture. Rooms are 
simple, and haven’t been refurbished for a 
while (cigarette burns on carpets hark back 
to a smokier age in Singapore) and some 
have no windows, but there’s absolutely no 
pretentiousness here. Wi-fi  is chargeable 
($5 per hour). You should be able to grab 
a single for $100 if it’s quiet; a double for 
about $130.

 4 Little India & Kampong 
Glam
    Unless stated, all rates in Little India & 
Kampong Glam include free breakfast, 
although it’s usually just tea and toast.

  oINNCROWD HOSTEL $
 Map p 204  (%6296 9169; www.the-inncrowd.
com; 73 Dunlop St; dm/d/tr $20/48/68; iW; 
mLittle India) Wildly popular, the InnCrowd 
is ground zero for Singapore’s backpack-
ers. Located right in the heart of Little In-
dia, this funkily painted hostel has helpful 
staff  and all the facilities you’d expect of a 
decent hostel (travel advice, free internet, 
wi-fi , DVDs, laundry), plus a few you might 
not expect (a Wii console and pushalong-
scooter tours!). Bookings are pretty much 
essential.

  oWANDERLUST BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 204  (%6396 3322; www.wanderlustho-
tel.com; 2 Dickson Rd; r $300-650; W; mLittle 
India, Bugis) A true boutique hotel, rooms 
at wonderful Wanderlust are all designed 
individually with a number of unusual 
themes – the ‘mono’ rooms are like sleeping 
in a comic book, while one of the ‘whimsi-
cal’ rooms will leave spaceship-loving kids 
starry-eyed. Service is excellent, as are the 
discounts (normally around 40%), and the 
lobby houses a slick, urban bar and a fi ne 
French restaurant.

  HIVE HOSTEL $
 (%6341 5041; www.thehivebackpackers.com; 
269A Lavender St, at junction with Serangoon Rd; 
dm/s/d/tr from $20/35/50/85; iW; mBoon 
Keng) The Hive’s friendliness and cleanli-
ness go a long way towards making up for 

a slightly inconvenient location. Dorms are 
fairly standard, lacking in natural light, but 
otherwise fi ne. The bright, colourful pri-
vate rooms, though, are excellent value, and 
there’s a comfortable lounge/dining area 
where guests can take their free breakfast. 
Five minutes' walk south from Boon Keng 
MRT Station.

  PERAK HOTEL HOTEL $$
 Map p 204  (%6299 7733; www.peraklodge.net; 
12 Perak Rd; r from $180; mLittle India; iW) A 
long-time favourite, the Perak Hotel (for-
merly called Perak Lodge), located on a 
quiet side street in the heart of Little In-
dia, mixes a classy colonial exterior with 
an oriental interior complete with Buddha 
statues and quaint sitting and meditation 
spaces. Rooms are comfortable and well 
furnished, staff  members are welcoming 
and very helpful and the rates include free 
wi-fi .

  ALBERT COURT VILLAGE HOTEL HOTEL $$
 Map p 204  (%6339 3939; www.stayvillage.com; 
180 Albert St; r from $200; iW; mLittle India) 
A short walk south of Little India, this is a 
splendid, colonial-era hotel in a shophouse 
redevelopment that now shoots up eight 
storeys. All rooms have the usual mod cons, 
and include a choice of fan or air-con. Ser-
vice is top-notch and there’s wi-fi  through-
out, although it’s chargeable (per day $15). 
The promotional rates go as low as $150, 
with the best deals to be had online.

  SLEEPY SAM’S HOSTEL $
 Map p 204  (%9277 4988; www.sleepysams.com; 
55 Bussorah St; dm/s/d/tr $28/59/89/99; iW; 
mBugis) Let down only by its unfriendly 
staff , Sleepy Sam’s – located in the heart of 
Kampong Glam – continues to hover near 
the top of Singapore’s best-hostel rankings 
thanks to its laidback ambience, pier-and-
beam ceilings, beautiful book-fi lled com-
mon-area cafe and well-furnished dorm 
rooms. It's usually fully booked so call 
ahead.

  PRINCE OF WALES HOSTEL $
 Map p 204  (%6299 0130; www.pow.com.sg; 101 
Dunlop St; dm/d $20/60; iW; mLittle India) 
Australian-style pub and hostel, featuring 
a spit-and-sawdust live-music pub down-
stairs and clean, brightly painted dorms 
and private rooms upstairs. The noise won’t 
suit everyone, but it’s a fun place to stay, is 
very well run and is deservedly popular. 
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The free breakfast includes fresh coff ee and 
fruit as well as the usual buttered toast.

  HANGOUT@MT.EMILY BOUTIQUE HOSTEL $$
 Map p 204  (%6438 5588; www.hangouthotels.
com; 10A Upper Wilkie Rd; dm/d $41/117; iW; 
mLittle India, Dhoby Ghaut) The poshest dorms 
in Singapore are located slightly out of the 
way atop leafy Mount Emily, making this a 
quiet retreat rather than a handy hangout. 
Done out in vibrant colours, with murals 
by local art students, the unisex and mixed 
dorms and private rooms are immaculate, 
as are the bathrooms. It also has a lovely 
rooftop terrace, a cafe, free internet and 
cosy lounging areas. Note that we’ve listed 
the website rates. Walk-in rates are much 
higher so be sure to book online.

  IBIS SINGAPORE ON BENCOOLEN HOTEL $$
 Map p 204  (%6593 2888; www.ibishotel.com; 
170 Bencoolen St; r fr $200; iW; mBugis) With 
clean rooms decked out in pine and orangey 
hues, and with LCD TVs, comfy beds and 
great city views, the Ibis group probably 
hopes visitors extend their stay to match 
the length of the hotel’s name.

  ZENOBIA HOTEL HOTEL $
 Map p 204  (%6296 3882; www.zenobia.com.sg; 
40-43 Upper Weld Rd; dm/s/d/tr $25/63/75/95; 
iW; mLittle India) Family-run no-frills hotel 
with small but clean and tidy rooms, all 
with private bathroom. Slightly smarter 
than nearby Haising Hotel. Rates include 
wi-fi .

  HAISING HOTEL HOTEL $
 Map p 204  (%6298 1223; www.haising.com.sg; 
37 Jln Besar; s/d/$50/60, weekends $60/70; 
i; mBugis) One of the best-value nonhos-
tel budget options in Little India, this ba-
sic Chinese-run hotel is friendly and clean 
enough. Rooms are poky and some come 

without a window, but all have private 
bathrooms, TV and kettle. No breakfast.

  MAYO INN HOTEL $$
 Map p 204  (%6295 6631; www.mayoinn.com; 9 
Jln Besar; r $110-150; iW; mLittle India, Bugis) 
New, spotlessly clean midrange hotel with 
good-sized, IKEA-fi tted rooms and spark-
ling bathrooms. More expensive rooms 
come with their own small roof terrace.

  HOTEL 81 HOTEL $
 Map p 204  (%6392 8181; www.hotel81.com.sg; 
3 Dickson Rd; r from $89, weekends $99; iW; 
mLittle India, Bugis) A very well located 
branch of the popular Hotel 81 chain, this 
lower-end midrange hotel off ers rooms 
that lack character but which are smart, 
spotless and come with decent-sized bath-
rooms. Strangely, wi-fi  is only free if you 
book online, but you’ll get the best room 
rates that way in any case.

  SUPERB HOSTEL HOSTEL $
 Map p 204  (%8228 9869; superbhub@yahoo.
com.sg; 2 Jln Pinang; s/d $50/70; W; mBugis) 
Weird to say the least, Superb Hostel in 
Kampong Glam is a strange cross between 
a hostel dorm and an anonymous motel. 
Each fl oor contains a shared bathroom and 
one huge room that is partitioned off  to cre-
ate a number of tiny individual ‘rooms’, all 
with their own small desk, air-con unit and 
fan, but sharing the same ceiling. It’s well 
run, though, and is in a nice quiet location 
close to the heart of Kampong Glam so the 
lack of communal chill-out space doesn’t 
need to be an issue.

 LITTLE INDIA’S BEST  DORM-ONLY HOSTELS

  Footprints (Map p 204 ; %6295 5134; www.footprintshostel.com.sg; 25A Perak Rd; dm from 
$21-28; iW; mLittle India) Well run, with comfortable communal areas for lounging, 
eating and laptopping. Shared bathrooms are huge. Female-only dorms available.

  Checkers Inn (Map p 204 ; %6392 0693; www.checkersinn.com.sg; 46-50 Campbell Lane; 
dm $30; iW; mLittle India) Bright, spacious and fabulously funky. Female-only dorms 
also available.

  28Dunlop (Map p 204 ; %6291 0332; www.singaporebackpacker.com.sg; 28 Dunlop St; dm 
$28; iW; mLittle India) Clean, good-sized dorms come with attached private 
bathrooms.
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 4   Orchard Road

  oGOODWOOD PARK HOTEL HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6737 7411; www.goodwoodparkhotel.
com; 22 Scotts Rd; r from $385; iWs; mOr-
chard) This historic hotel, dating from 1900, 
has an old-fashioned feel but bags of class, 
from its two beautiful swimming pools to 
the hotel’s pet cat roaming the lobby. Nice 
touches in the rooms include arty black-
and-white photos of Singapore, Persian 
rugs and neatly hidden TVs and minibars. 
Loses points, though, for its $30 wi-fi  fee.

  LLOYD’S INN HOTEL $
 Map p 212  (%6737 7309; www.lloydinn.com; 2 
Lloyd Rd; r from $90; W; mSomerset) A quick 
walk south of the Orchard Rd hubbub 
is where you’ll fi nd this spread-out, cool 
California-motel-style hotel on a quiet 
street surrounded by old villas. Rooms are 
clean, tidy and fairly spacious, and some 
have lovely views of the interior courtyard 
bamboo garden. Wireless internet and lo-
cal calls are free. Bookings are essential. 
This is pretty much the cheapest hotel in 
Orchard Rd, so it fi lls up fast.

  FOUR SEASONS HOTEL HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6734 1110; www.fourseasons.com/
singapore; 190 Orchard Blvd; s/d from $435/475; 
iWs; mOrchard) In a quiet, tree-lined 
street just off  Orchard Rd, the Four Sea-
sons has an elegance few top-end hotels 
round here can match. Rooms are stylish 
with antique-looking furniture and taste-
ful decor throughout, and the service is ex-
ceptionally good. Among its many fi ve-star 
facilities are two air-conditioned indoor 
tennis courts!

  QUINCY BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6738 5888; www.quincy.com.sg; 
22 Mount Elizabeth; s/d from $295/355; iWs; 
mOrchard) Very swish, ultramodern rooms 
come with large double beds and plenty of 
space. Everything here is included in the 
price – wi-fi , use of the gym and the glass-
enclosed balcony pool, happy-hour drinks 
and even a slightly gimmicky three meals a 
day. (In food-crazy Singapore, who wants to 
eat three meals a day in a hotel?)

  ST REGIS HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6506 6888; www.stregis.com; 29 
Tanglin Rd; r from $440; iWs; mOrchard) One 
of the newest additions to Orchard Rd’s 

fi ve-star hotel scene, St Regis doesn’t dis-
appoint, from its funky facade to its classic 
interior and impeccable service. Rooms are 
enormous, with soft sink-into carpets and 
tasteful artwork. And each comes with 24-
hour butler service. Surprisingly, they’ve 
followed the rather dated policy of charging 
for wi-fi ; $20 a day for the privilege of using 
your own laptop!

  SHANGRI-LA HOTEL HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6737 3644; www.shangri-la.com/
singapore; 22 Orange Grove Rd; r from $360; 
iWs; mOrchard) Announced by the grand-
est of grand lobbies, this vast, opulent hotel, 
set in the leafy lanes surrounding the west 
end of Orchard, boasts a luxurious interior 
featuring a 15-acre tropical garden and 
large rooms done out in rich, butterscotch 
tones with the odd Asian touch. The Gar-
den Wing is slightly old-fashioned, almost 
like staying on a resort, but rooms in the 
other two wings are as modern and luxuri-
ous as you’d expect from a Shangri-La.

  SINGAPORE MARRIOTT HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6735 5800; www.marriott.com/
sindt; 320 Orchard Rd; r from $400; iWs; mOr-
chard) Smaller rooms than its rivals, but 
this is still a classy establishment, with a 
fabulously central location. Service is fi rst 
class, facilities are as you’d expect (free wi-
fi , gym, pool, top restaurants), and there 
are some poolside rooms, which off er more 
space and a resort-type feel.

  MANDARIN ORCHARD HOTEL $$$
 Map p 212  (%6737 4411; www.meritushotels.com; 
333 Orchard Rd; r from $360; iWs; mSom-
erset) An elegant yet informal place. The 
cheapest rooms are in the south tower, 
while those in the main tower (capped by 
the revolving bar Top of the M), are deco-
rated in warm tones with oriental-themed 
furniture and fresh orchids in the bath-
rooms. Discounts are decent, meaning you 
can sometimes stay here for less than $300.

  HOTEL SUPREME HOTEL $$
 Map p 212  (%6737 8333; www.supremeh.com.
sg; 15 Kramat Rd; r from $180; iWs; mDhoby 
Ghaut) One of the few inexpensive options 
available around Orchard Rd, you can usu-
ally grab a room for $150 here. Decor is old-
fashioned – lots of browns and beiges – but 
rooms are clean and large for this price. Try 
Lloyd’s Inn fi rst, though, as it’s much bet-
ter value.
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The chalets are comfortable and clean, and 
there are plenty of facilities, from swim-
ming to bike riding and fi shing, plus the 
popular East Coast restaurants and pubs. 
Transport hassles into the city are the only 
downside. Online discounts.

  COSTA SANDS RESORT (DOWNTOWN 
EAST) RESORT $$
 (%6582 3322; www.costasands.com.sg; 1 Pasir 
Ris Close; r $90-200; sW; mPasir Ris) A family-
friendly resort located on the end of the 
eastern MRT line, with a host of amenities 
in the attached Downtown East facility to 
keep one busy for days. The family suites 
are plush with a large-screen TV, living area 
and separate bedroom. Check the website 
for details on the cheaper, larger but more 
remote chalets in nearby Pasir Ris Park.

  LE PERANAKAN HOTEL BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$
 Map p 214  (%6665 5511; www.leperanakan.com.
sg; 400 East Coast Rd; r $160-250; W; g10, 12, 14, 
32) There’s absolutely nothing French about 
‘Le’ Peranakan, but, hey, it’s a boutique ho-
tel so anything goes. Rooms are on the poky 
side, though the Peranakan-inspired motifs 
on the carpet, curtains and furniture are a 
nice touch. Slightly far from the best bits of 
Katong, but the bus stop is right outside.

  FERNLOFT HOSTEL $
 Map p 214  (%6444 9066; www.fernloft.com; 693 
East Coast Rd; dm $20-25, d $65; iW; g36) It’d 
be nice if the rooms had loftier ceilings, but 
the in-house Balinese-inspired bar soon 
makes one forget about the ordinary if tidy 
rooms at this hostel. Patrons are off ered a 
free welcome drink and 30% off  meals and 
drinks at the bar. The cool bar, free wi-fi , 
airport transfer and free breakfast help seal 
the deal.

  FRAGRANCE HOTEL HOTEL $$
 Map p 214  (%6344 9888; www.fragrancehotel.
com; 219 Joo Chiat Rd, Katong; s/d $154/188; 
mPaya Lebar) Fragrance has sniff ed out a 
niche in the ‘quickie’ hourly hotel market 
and now has 20 (!) branches, many of them 
in Geylang, with gaudy names like Pearl 
and Crystal. The hotels, including this 
original branch, are attractive and clean 
enough, and worth a shot if you snag rooms 
at promotional rates (we’ve seen rooms 
knocked down to $83).

  HOTEL 81 JOO CHIAT HOTEL $$
 Map p 214  (%6348 8181; www.hotel81.com.sg; 305 
Joo Chiat Rd, Katong; r $120-150; mPaya Lebar) 
One of the burgeoning chain of no-nonsense 
business (and funny business) hotels sprout-
ing up in central Singapore, this one, strung 
out behind a row of restored Peranakan 
shophouses, is among the best looking, 
though all branches are identikit inside. It 
off ers specially fi tted rooms for the disabled. 
Check the website for 24 other locations. 
Online rates run from $79 to $119.

�4   Sentosa & Other Islands
 As well as the places listed below, 
it’s perhaps worth knowing that the 
garish Resorts World complex (www.
rwsentosa.com) on Sentosa Island has 
six hotels to choose from. Handy to 
fall back on if the others we’ve listed 
are full.

  oCAPELLA HOTEL $$$
 Map p 220  (%6591 5000; www.capellasingapore.
com; 1 The Knolls; r from $700; iWs) The best 
hotel on Sentosa, if not in Singapore, Capel-
la is pure class with outrageously luxurious 
rooms and a magical location, perched high 

 STUCK AT THE AIRPORT?

 If you’re only in Singapore for a short time or have an endless wait between connec-
tions, try the  Ambassador Transit Hotel (www.airport-hotel.com.sg; s/d $68/76; Termi-
nal 1 %6542 5538; s; Terminal 2 %6542 8122; Terminal 3 %6507 9788). Rates quoted are 
for the fi rst six hours and each additional hour block thereafter is $15; rooms don’t 
have windows and there are budget singles ($41) with shared bathrooms. The Termi-
nal 1 branch  has a sauna, gym and outdoor pool.

 The only swish option at Changi Airport is Terminal 3’s  Crowne Plaza Hotel 
(%6823 5300; www.cpchangiairport.com; r from $250; is). The business-oriented 
focus shows through its sleek lines, geometric-patterned carpets and (over)use of 
wood panels.
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above everything else around it. The lobby 
and the Chinese restaurant are housed 
in a beautifully renovated, whitewashed 
colonial-era building, dating from the 
1880s. The rooms, other restaurants, bar, 
fi tness centre, long-stay apartments and se-
rene three-level swimming pool are dotted 
around lush, landscaped gardens in arty 
rectangular blocks. And, as you’d expect 
from Sentosa’s star stay, service is stellar.

  COSTA SANDS RESORT HOTEL $
 Map p 220  (%6275 1034; www.costasands.com.
sg; 30 Imbiah Walk; huts peak/off -peak $119/79, r 
peak/off -peak $259/199; iWs) Sentosa’s only 
budget sleeping option, Costa Sands has 
tidy (but nothing special) midrange rooms 
in the main block surrounding the central 
pool area, as well as 15 cute but basic kam-
pong (village) huts off  to one side. The hotel 
rooms have all the usual facilities, including 
wi-fi  and en suite bathroom. The huts are 
air-conditioned, but much more basic; no 
running water (there’s a separate shared 
shower room), no TV and no internet access. 
And it’s bunk beds only, with each hut able 
to sleep four people (making this a bargain 
if friends are happy to share). The huts are 
very popular, so bookings are highly rec-
ommended. ‘Peak’ time at Costa Sands is 
defi ned as every Friday and Saturday, plus 
public holidays and school holidays.

  SHANGRI-LA’S RASA SENTOSA 
RESORT RESORT $$$
 Map p 220  (%6275 0100; www.shangri-la.com; 
101 Siloso Rd; r from $400; iWs) Singapore’s 
only true beachfront resort is ideal for a 
short family break. Rooms are very smart – 
brightly decorated and extremely comfort-
able – service is top-notch, and the huge 

kid-friendly pool area, which has children’s 
water slides and leads down towards Siloso 
Beach, is extremely inviting. Dining options 
include Chinese, Italian and even Moroccan.

  CELESTIAL RESORT RESORT $$
 Map p 223  (%6542 6681; www.celestialresort.
com; Jln Endul Senin; r $118-268 weekdays, $138-
288 weekends; i) Clean, tidy and very pretty 
rows of brightly painted rooms, all with en 
suite, are accessed via palm-shaded board-
walks that run the length of this small 
resort on Pulau Ubin. There’s an artifi cial 
beach area beside a lake, where you can 
swim, fi sh, kayak or just sunbathe. Also has 
a beachside restaurant and bar.

  MAMAM BEACH CAMPING $
 Map p 223  You can camp for free at two small 
beaches on Pulau Ubin; Noordin Beach and 
Mamam Beach. Neither is particularly idyl-
lic (especially as your sea view includes the 
national border fence, pile-driven into the 
seabed, just off  the coast), but Mamam is 
the nicer of the two, and does at least have 
toilets and washing facilities, although no 
showers. You should register at the police 
post (to your right as you step off  the boat) 
if you intend to camp on Ubin.

  ST JOHN’S HOLIDAY BUNGALOW CHALET $
 (St John’s Island; bungalow $53.50 Tue-Fri, $107 
Sat & Sun) This three-bedroom bungalow on 
St John’s Island can easily sleep six people 
(one double bed, four singles) and comes 
with a basic kitchen and cooking utensils. 
You can only book it by going in person to 
the Sentosa Information Centre (h9am-
8pm) on the 3rd fl oor of VivoCity (p 115 ) and 
it’s often booked quite far in advance. Rates 
double during the school holidays.
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